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A survey[7] just released by Tearfund, a relief and development agency working in partnership with Christian churches, has itself confirmed the huge numbers of people that have abandoned the churches and religious belief. According to this large-scale survey, only 53% now define themselves as "Christian". This is markedly different from the 72% claimed in the 2001 census, itself a dubious figure - the NSS Submission in 2005 to the Office of National Statistics on the 2011 Census drew on independent research[8] to conclude that the 72 per cent broadly represented the proportion of the population brought up in nominally Christian households but that many of these respondents no longer have any connection with any church. The Home Office Citizenship Survey, carried out in the same year as the Census (O’Beirne 2004) confirms this and paints a starkly different picture. Indeed, the proportions of religious and non-religious almost change places.

Despite this decline, state institutions retain their religious component, the privileges of the established church remain in place, the number of taxpayer-funded religious schools is to increase, and religious organisations of all types are given special access to the machinery of government and are given increasing influence (and cash) in the public sphere, including a substantial role in the delivery of social services under the Government’s “ChangeUp” strategy.

The de facto majority of British citizens, those who profess no religion, are bewildered and dismayed at this situation. They feel that they are often given no voice and that when their opinions do filter through (e.g. the disquiet at the expansion of religious schools) they are brushed aside. Their views, though subject to vociferous and often misleading criticism by senior religious figures are rarely, if ever, publicly defended by the Government. 

The result is that the non-religious increasingly feel marginalised and considered by the state to be second-class citizens. They hear the clamour from religious bodies for more blasphemy law, for more religious representation in Parliament, for religious representation in the Council of Europe and for an EU constitution that denotes Europe as a Christian zone, despite the fact that the EU was set up by secular governments to serve the secular purpose of keeping the peace after a long history of religious and other wars. 

